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ABSTRAK

AN ANALYSIS OF CLEVERNESS REFLECTED IN ZHEN'S
CHARACTER IN FILM KUNG FU PANDA 4

Muhammad Rosul

English Literature Department, Faculty of Letters, Gresik University

Penelitian ini mengkaji bagaimana karakter Zhen digambarkan dalam film
animasi Kung Fu Panda 4 serta bagaimana kecerdikannya tercermin di sepanjang
alur cerita. Tokoh dipahami sebagai unsur penting dalam kajian sastra dan film
karena berperan membawa alur, membangun konflik, dan menyampaikan makna.
Penelitian ini berfokus pada dua pertanyaan, yaitu bagaimana karakter Zhen
dalam Kung Fu Panda 4 dan bagaimana kecerdikan direfleksikan dalam karakter
tersebut.

Penelitian menggunakan metode deskriptif kualitatif dengan memosisikan film
sebagai teks naratif. Data utama berupa adegan dan dialog terpilih yang
menampilkan Zhen, dikumpulkan melalui penonton berulang dan pencatatan
adegan yang relevan. Analisis data dilakukan dengan teori karakterisasi Abrams dan
Harpham, khususnya konsep “showing” dan “telling”, untuk menelaah tindakan,
ucapan, dan interaksi Zhen.

Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa Zhen direpresentasikan sebagai tokoh
yang kompleks, cepat berpikir, adaptif, dan memiliki inisiatif kuat. Kecerdikannya
terutama tampak melalui metode “showing”, misalnya ketika ia mengambil
keputusan strategis atau menemukan solusi kreatif terhadap situasi sulit, sementara
unsur “telling” memperkuat pemahaman penonton atas kecerdasannya. Temuan ini
menegaskan bahwa kecerdikan Zhen membentuk karakterisasinya sekaligus
mendukung perkembangan alur Kung Fu Panda 4.

Kata kunci: kecerdikan, refleksi, karakter.

xii



ABSTRACT

AN ANALYSIS OF CLEVERNESS REFLECTED IN ZHEN'S
CHARACTER IN FILM KUNG FU PANDA 4

Muhammad Rosul

English Literature Department, Faculty of Letters, Gresik University

This study investigates how the character of Zhen is portrayed in the animated
film Kung Fu Panda 4 and how her cleverness is reflected throughout the narrative.
Characters are considered central in literary and film studies because they drive the
plot, shape conflicts, and convey meaning. The research focuses on two questions:
what Zhen’s character is like in Kung Fu Panda 4 and how cleverness is reflected
in her character.

A qualitative descriptive method is employed, treating the film as a narrative
text. The primary data consist of selected scenes and dialogues involving Zhen,
collected through repeated viewings and careful note-taking. The analysis applies
Abrams and Harpham’s theory of characterization, particularly the concepts of
“showing” and “telling”, to examine Zhen’s actions, speech, and interactions.

The findings indicate that Zhen is represented as a complex and dynamic
character who shows quick thinking, adaptability, and strong initiative. Her
cleverness is mainly revealed through the “showing” method, for example when
she makes strategic decisions or finds creative solutions to difficult situations, while
elements of “telling” reinforce the audience’s view of her intelligence. These results
suggest that Zhen’s cleverness shapes her characterization and supports the
narrative development of Kung Fu Panda 4.

Keywords: cleverness, reflection, character.

xiil



TABLE OF CONTENTS

HALAMAN SAMPUL DEPAN i
HALAMAN SAMPUL DALAM ii
PERSETUJUAN DOSEN PEMBIMBING.......cccceoeevurrersuecsaicessancsanssenes iii
PENGESAHAN TIM PENGUJI iv
PERNYATAAN ORISINILITAS v
PERNYATAAN PERSETUJUAN PUBLIKASI SKRIPSI .........ccccceuce.. vi
SURAT KETERANGAN CEK PLAGIASI SKRIPSI vii
MOTTO aacoonneieinniiinneensnnenisnneessntessnesssssesssssesssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssases viil
HALAMAN PERSEMBAHAN ix
ACKNOWLEDGMENT .....coniiveirrensuecsensesssncssnsesssncsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss X
ABSTRAK .xii
ABSTRACT xiii
TABLE OF CONTENTS ..ucoouiinininnnisensnssanssssssssssssssssssssasssssssssssssssssasssas Xiv
CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION 1
1.1 Background of The Study ........coceoiiiiriiniiiiiicccececee 1
1.2 Research Problem...........cooiiiiiiiiiiiieieee e 5
1.3 Objective of The Study .....cccovveriiniiiiiniiicee e 5
1.4 Scope and Limitation ...........cceeeeeuveeriiieeniieeniee e e eeeee e eieee e ens 6
1.5 Significance of The Study ........ccccvveviiieeiiiieieeeee e 7
1.6 Definition of Key Terms .........coccveeriiiieriiieeiiieeeie et e 8
CHAPTER II REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURES............cccueeu.. 9
2.1 Theoretical REVIEW ........ccocuieiiiiiiieiieiie et 9
2.1.1 Character and Characterization............ceceeeeveereeneenieeneneenne. 9
2.1.2 Abrams & Harpham’s Characterization Theory.........c...c........ 11
2.1.3 The Concept of Cleverness in Literary and Film Character ... 12
2.2 Review of Related Studies ..........ooeeverieniininiiniiicieeeeee e 13
2.2.1 Character and Characterization ............cccecceeveeenieenieenieennenne 14
2.2.2 Abrams & Harpham’s Characterization Theory...................... 16
2.3 PTevIoUs STUAIES ....coouvieiieiiieiieeiieeiee sttt s 17
CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ..20

Xiv



3.1 Research DESI@N.....c.oeeuiieiieiiieiiecieeee ettt et
3.2 S0Urce OFf Data......ccoviieiiiieeiie et
3.3 Technique of Data ColleCtion..........cceeeveeeeiieeiiieeieecie e
3.4 Data ANALYSIS .eeecvveeiiiieiiieeeiieeciee ettt et e e e eaeeenns

CHAPTER IV RESULT AND DISCUSSION .....ccontiirenseccrnecsnecsanssaneens

4.1 Zhen’s Character in Kung Fu Panda 4 ...........c.coooiiieiiiiciiee e,
4.1.1 Character and Characterization..............ccceeeuveeeeeiveeeeeecineeeenns
4.1.2 Abrams & Harpham’s Characterization Theory......................
4.2 The Reflection of Cleverness in Zhen’s Character .............c..cccocooeveennee.
4.2.1 Character and Characterization..............ccccueeeeveeeeveeeeveeeenneenns
4.2.2 Abrams & Harpham’s Characterization Theory......................

CHAPTER V CONLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS

5.1 Zhen’s Character in Kung FuPanda 4 ............ccccooeiiiiiiiieniiecieciee,
5.2 The Reflection of Cleverness in Zhen’s Character............oeeeeeeeeeeeeeenn...

REFERENCES

LAMPIRAN

XV



