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ABSTRACT 

 

LEGAL STATUS OF BLANK COLUMNS IN THE 2024 SIMULTANEOUS REGIONAL 

ELECTIONS 

Edi Utomo 

Law Studies Program, Faculty Of Law, University Of Gresi 

 

One of the interesting phenomena in the implementation of the 2024 

simultaneous regional elections is the existence of empty boxes or empty columns, 

namely the election contestation process where there is only one candidate pairA 

number of issues related to the position of the empty column have also emerged and 

sparked debate, including its legal position during the campaign stage, in handling 

violations and also in disputes. 

This research is normative  research, conducted by reviewing the laws and 

regulations on regional elections with the subject of the empty column, starting from the 

Law, KPU regulations, Bawaslu Regulations, Constitutional Court Decisions and 

regulations, Circulars and other related regulations.  

The results of this study indicate that although the empty column is present on 

the ballot paper as an alternative legitimate choice in the regional elections, legally, the 

empty column is not a legal subject or election participant, so its activities are not 

included in the campaign category, nor do they get campaign facilitation rights like 

candidate pairs. The empty column also cannot be reported or sanctioned directly in 

handling violations, but its supporters can still report violations as Indonesian citizens 

who have the right to vote or as election observers. In the dispute mechanism, the empty 

column does not have a legal standing as an applicant or respondent in a dispute, 

whether it is a process dispute at Bawaslum or a result dispute at the Constitutional 

Court. 

Keywords: Empty column, Campaign, violation, dispute 
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